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The relation between the sterols, vitamins D, sex hormones, and
cancerigenic substances is emphasized by the discovery that ergosterol,
calciferol, and other sterols, as well as some of the cancerigenic hydro-
carbons, i :2 benzpyrene and 5:6 cyclopenteno-i :2-benzanthracene, for
example, were found to have definite estrogenic activity. Still more
important is the newly found correlation between estrogenic and can-
cerigenic properties. Thus a single molecule may have two entirely
different effects, such as the cancerigenic and estrogenic properties,
or the antiricketic and estrogenic properties. The question arises,
therefore, as to whether metabolic substances originating from the
vitamins D or sex hormones may not be concerned in the productioa
of malignant tumors.
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